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Abstract (Basic) : EP 862070 A 

A method for processing a plastic optical fibre comprises 
processing an end of the fibre by treatment with a solvent to make the 
surface of the end smooth and flat or smooth and curved. 

USE - To provide a smooth end on a f luoropolymer optical fibre, 
particularly those that undergo plastic deformation and cannot be cut 
to a smooth end. 

ADVANTAGE - Treatment with a solvent for the polymer of the fibre 
provides a ■ smooth end, reduces light losses due to surface 
irregularities arid increases the coupling efficiency by improving the 
optical matching to a lens or light source. 
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